II
MONTAGU HOUSE AND THK FIRST FIFTY YFARS
i. BLOOMS BURY
THE Bloomsbury of today, though much changed and become the
Latin Quarter of London (and in the tourist-season its American
Quarter as well), still contains houses which stood there when Mon-
tagu House became the Museum, Great Russell Street had existed for
nearly a century, having been built about 1670, but it was still the
end of the town in that direction. The parish of St. George, Blooms-
bury, was cut out of the squalid parish of St. Giles-in-the-Fields,
which lay to the South;1 but to the North were only open Holds,
across which the hills of Hampstead and Highgate were seen in the
distance. So empty indeed were the fields to the North that they were
a favourite duelling-ground.a
Montagu House was the chief glory of Bloomshury; it was one of
the four houses in London which Pierre Jean Grosley thought com-
parable to the hotels of the nobility in Paris, and the only one he
describcd.3 Further West was the house (No. 99) later inhabited
by Topham Beauclerk, who, according to Horace Walpole, "built
a library which reaches half-way to Highgate* Everybody,11 adds
Walpole, "goes to see it. It has put the Museum's nose quite out of
joint.1' To the East, apparently on the site of the ancient Hall of the
Lords of the Manor, the de Blemonds, stood another great town
house, though not so splendid as Montagu House* This was South-
ampton House, afterwards, by way of the marriage of an heiress, to
become Bedford House, which occupied till 1800, when it wiis
destroyed and its land built over, the North side of Bloomsbury
Square. The Square, one of the first of its kind, was built about the
same time as Great Russell Street by the Earl of Southampton^ It
speedily became not only fashionable but, it would seem, a kind of
precursor of Harley Street, for the three most famous and pros-
perous physicians of the next half-century lived in it: Dr. Richard